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MISSION & VISION

Mission

With Religious Life, students cultivate a
personal and communal spirituality and
make a positive impact in the community.

Vision

Religious Life is a PLACE of:

Perspective

Literacy

Advocacy

Community

Experiences

We foster a worldview of curiosity,
dialogue and respect.

We are mindful of the essentials of
the major world religions.

We use our voices and values to
serve others.

We create spaces of belonging for
all people.

We facilitate spiritual encounters that
give life new meaning and purpose.

STARTING A NEW GROUP

USl is home to many different faith-based student
organizations, including Christian ministries and
a Muslim ministry. Students of any faith may
begin a faith-based organization!

My Faith Isn’t Listed...
How Do | Starta
New Group?

To begin the process of founding a new
student organization, you need five students
and a USlI faculty or staff advisor. Off-campus
advisors are welcome and optional.

Scan this QR code for
a complete checklist
of the process.




RELIGIOUS LIFE SPACES

Director Office & Workspace

Recreation, Fitness and Wellness Center—Rooms 128-130

The Office of Religious Life is located in the RFWC, at the corner
of University Boulevard and Rankin Lane. This shared workspace
includes a lounge and director office.

Religious Life Meditation Lounge

Recreation, Fitness and Wellness Center—Room 133

This room is available for study space, meetings and bible studies. To ‘ Q,, L @
reserve this space for an event, contact Special Events. 1 _ €4

e
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Muslim Prayer Room I &

David L. Rice Library—Room 0034

This is a dedicated private prayer space for Muslim students. For
access, please contact our office.

Beatitudes Trail

Lot B and Whitcomb Apartment

The Bert Miller Meditation Path,
known also as the Beatitudes Trail,
was an Eagle Scout project of Brian
Knapp in 1996 (Bert Miller was

his grandfather and a local scout
master). The trail’s signs and benches
were refurbished in 2024.
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Office of Religious Life, Meditation Lounge
Muslim Prayer Room

Beatitudes Trail




CHI ALPHA CAMPUS

MINISTRY

&) xaindiana.org (O) @usi.chialpha

About Us

We exist to reconcile students to
Christ, equipping them through
Spirit-Filled communities of
prayer, worship, fellowship,
discipleship and mission to
transform the University, the
marketplace and the world.

Our Team

Student Leaders: Amber Nava,
Makana Gabrel

Faculty Advisor: Jill Oeding

Off-Campus Advisors: Pastor Chris
Atwood, Debbie Atwood, Matt
Hayes, Hannah Toton, Bob Weis,
Cindy Weis

Worship

Sundays at 10 a.m. at Oak Hill
Christian Center (4901 Oak Hill Rd)

Meetings

Life Groups meet on campus every
week with a free meal once a month.
Guys: Monday, Girls: Thursday.

Chi Alpha Campus Ministry Advisors

Pastor Chris Atwood

Chi Alpha Director

€, 765-398-0037
< catwood@chialpha.us
(0) @motioninmeaning

Debbie Atwood

About Me

Debbie and | have been married
since 2010 and | have been a Minister
with the Assemblies of God since
2012. | enjoy heavy music, strong
coffee, deep conversation, hearing
people’s story and dry witty humor.
Hometown: Danville, IL.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

I’m compelled that the cares,
concerns, questions and
uncertainties of students from all
backgrounds deserve to be engaged
adequately and with competency.

Chi Alpha Staff Member

S, 765-398-1662
D<K datwood@chialpha.us
(0) @mratwoodsbride

About Me

| graduated from IUPUI with a BS

in Interior Design from Purdue
University. | married Pastor Chris

in 2010 and have supported him

in ministry ever since. In 2015, we
welcomed twins, John and Jael,
into our Atwood family. Hometown:
Kokomo, IN.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

Leading a Life Group of girls to
understand the Bible and encounter
Jesus is why | do this.



Chi Alpha Campus Ministry Advisors

Matt Hayes

Chi Alpha Staff Member

Q, 812-774-2335
X mhayes@chialpha.us

Cindy Weis

About Me

| graduated from USI with a BS

in Criminal Justice and Political
Science. | enjoy sports and you
can catch me on the intramural
field yelling at people. Hometown:
Petersburg, IN.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

My favorite part is connecting with
new students each week.

Chi Alpha Staff Member
Q. 812-483-7652

About Me

| graduated from the University of
Evansville and worked as a music

teacher at EVSC until my retirement.

My husband Bob and | have two
wonderful sons and a beautiful faith
community. | like reading, fishing,
walking and kayaking. Hometown:
Browns, IL.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

| love serving at USI because of the
students. They are vibrant, full of
dreams and embrace hope for the
future.

Bob Weis

Chi Alpha Staff Member

¢, 812-483-1915
B salty1856@gmail.com

Hannah Toton

About Me

| graduated from the University of
Evansville with a major in Biology
and a minor in Chemistry. | currently
teach safety at USI and Tri-State
Industrial Safety Council. My wife
and | have been with Chi Alpha since
2011. | enjoy playing golf, boating and
fishing. Hometown: South Bend, IN.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

| enjoy getting to know students,
serving them as they engage in their
future plans and helping them deepen
their relationship with Jesus Christ.

Chi Alpha Staff Member
X htoton@hendersonfirst.org
(0) @ht_twilite

About Me

| graduated from North Central
University in Minneapolis with my

BS in Worship Pastoral Studies. After
spending five years in Cincinnati (Go
Bengals), | moved to the area with
my old lady cat. | enjoy board games,
hiking and trying new coffee spots.
Hometown: Cleveland, OH.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

Being a lifelong learner is a value |
hold, and | grow so much simply by
doing life with USI students who are
smart, creative and in such a unique
life season.
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

COLLEGE MINISTRY

& onlinecfc.com/college (0) @cfccollege

About Us

The College Ministry at CFCis
not another silo ministry, but
rather one that helps bridge
college students into corporate
worship and become more than
just students, but rather active
church members.

Our Team

Student Leaders: Emily Provines,
Brady Terry, Jackson Davis

Faculty Advisor: Jack Smothers

Off-Campus Advisors: Reid
Schultheis, Becca Adams

Worship

Many of our students also worship

at CFC on Sunday at the 10:45 a.m.
service. CFC is located on the north
side of Evansville at 4100 Millersburg Rd.

Meetings

Throughout the school year, we meet on Tuesday evenings from 7-9
p.m. We meet at a church near campus (1200 N. Red Bank Rd.) where
we provide a FREE home-cooked meal for our students, worship and
do a Bible study. We also provide a FREE lunch for our college students
once a month after our 10:45 a.m. service at CFC.

Christian Fellowship College Ministry Advisors

Reid Schultheis

4 \ "—" --
College Minister
Q, 812-774-2874

DK reid.schultheis@onlinecfc.com

Becca Adams

About Me

I am married and have three
children (two boys and a girl). I've
been on staff at my church for
almost a decade and love serving
college-aged students.

Why | Love Ministry at USI

I love how diverse of a group of
students God has brought to attend
school at USI. Each student has

a different story. | love learning
their stories and connecting them
to the larger story of God and His
plan to redeem all things.

4 glll % g
Director of Young Adult
€, 765-376-3905

DX becca.adams@onlinecfc.com
(O) @becca_adams33

About Me

| am 27 years old and | have been
on staff at CFC for four years now!

| have a dog named Smidge who
will occasionally come to campus
with me. | love coffee, basketball,
art and hanging out with students!

Why I Love Ministry at USI

| love stepping into the lives and
world of students, hearing their
stories and how God has uniquely
designed them. Getting coffee
and lunch is one of my favorite
things with students. Also, if you
ask nicely | might even join your
intramural team!

11
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CROSS CONNECTED

DELIGHT MINISTRIES

About Us

Cross Connected is a group
that looks at real-life issues
college students are facing in
today’s culture. We want to
provide answers for issues from
a practical, biblical and faith-
based point of view and show
how they are connected. We
hope to answer how some issues connected to your success are not
covered in the classroom but are covered from a biblical standpoint.
Get connected!

Our Team

Student Leaders: Walter Fisher,
Sydni Williams, Jasmine Roland

Faculty Advisor: Walter Fisher

Meetings

We meet on Tuesdays at 3 p.m.
in UC2207. The time is subject to
change—contact a member of
our team to confirm date, time
and location.

(©) @delight_usi @) Delight Ministries: USI

About Us

Delight is a women’s ministry
dedicated to inviting college women
into a Christ-centered community that
fosters vulnerability and transforms
stories! We believe that one moment
with Jesus can truly change
everything. Our mission is to give
college women so many opportunities
to meet with Jesus and have their
lives transformed!

Our Team

Student Leaders: Lainey Russell,
Emma Page, Amelia Stumpe, Paige
Powell, Ellie Rann, Mallory Tooley,
Jasmine Roland, Brynna Knepp

Faculty Advisor: Jill Oeding

Meetings

Meeting Place: BE 0035
Meeting Time: Wednesdays 7 p.m.

13
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EAGLE CATHOLIC

NEWMAN COMMUNITY

¢ eaglecatholic.com (0O) @usi_newman

About Us

« Encounter Christ

« Accompany One Another
« Grow in Faith

» Love and Serve

+ Evangelize the World

Our Team

Student Leaders: Bailey Baker, Clare
Braxon, Lucas Church, Molly Kissed,
Levi Kunkler, Sara Muensterman,
Hannah Seifert, Alli Wade

Faculty Advisor: Brandon Field

Off-Campus Advisors: Anna
Schulten, Sharon Shumate, Fr. Ryan
Hilderbrand, Aaron & Christina Fater,
Aliza Altendorf

° | gt ] 7

Worshi g

P <3 <A

Mass on Sundays, 9:30 a.m. at | i

St. Philip (carpool available) and / u_E
i

Wednesdays, 5:05 p.m. in RFW 133,

Meetings

Wednesdays (5:30 p.m., location
varies, check website or Instagram)

Eagle Catholic Advisors
Anna Schulten

Catholic Campus Minister
. 812-465-7095
X amschulten@usi.edu

Sharon Shumate

About Me

| grew up in Gibson County and
began serving at USI in June 2023
after spending eight years in ministry
in Anchorage, Alaska. | love sweet
tea, good dogs, hiking and all things
artsy-craftsy.

Why | Love Ministry at USI

| enjoy visioning and brainstorming
with our FOCUS missionaries, student
leaders and the many faith-based
students orgs. | have two “ministry
hats”: one, as the Catholic Campus
Minister, and another as the Director
of Religious Life.

Administrative Assistant

 812-464-1871
X< sbshumate@usi.edu

About Me

I’m a farm girl from Dubois County
have lived in Indy, Columbus and
Tennessee. My husband Beau and

[ live in St. Philip with our three
children. We love camping, tailgating
and traveling to national parks.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

My USI Communications degree

led me to a career in advertising. |
love how using “word of mouth” is
essential in evangelizing! I've served
in various ministry roles since 2017,
and being part of the USI faith family
feels like coming home.

15
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Eagle Catholic Advisors

Fr. Ryan Hilderbrand

Priest & Chaplain

About Me

Rev. Fr. Ryan Hilderbrand is a priest of the
Catholic Diocese of Evansville. He holds a
Masters of Divinity (MDiv) and a Licentiate
in Sacred Theology (STL), specializingin
postmodern Christology. In addition to
being a part of the Eagle Catholic team, he
is a parish pastor and the chaplain to the
Latin Mass community in Evansville.

Q. 812-985-2275 (parish phone)
>4 rhilderbrand@evdio.org

Aaron & Christina Fater

FOCUS Missionaries
€, 513-426-5500

BX aaron.fater@focus.org

About Aaron

| grew up in Northern Illinois and
completed my BS in Chemistry at Wichita
State University where | encountered

the Lord Jesus and FOCUS missionaries
for the first time. | love been serving as

a campus missionary with FOCUS, and |
cannot imagine doing anything else.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

When St. Pope John Paul Il called for the
new evangelization, he greatly emphasized
the role of the youth; the college campus
is the most pivotal environment for

an encounter with the person of Jesus

and a revival of the culture at large. My life changed completely
during my undergrad, and | treasure the moments | can share with
students experiencing a deeper conversion. My team and | are here to
accompany you on your journey back to the Heart of the Father!

Aliza Altendorf

FOCUS Missionary

Q. 651-764-1437
B< aliza.altendorf@focus.org

About Me

| grew up in southern Minnesota
and earned a bachelor’s in
psychology from the University of
Wisconsin, La Crosse. What was
more impactful than the degree was
encountering Christ through the
FOCUS missionaries and Catholic
student population at the Newman
Center on my campus. | love baking,
walking, traveling and trips to any
fun drink nearby.

Why | Love Ministry at USI

It was through college ministry that

[ truly fell in love with Christ and His church. This experience gave me

a great desire to serve others as | have been served. It is a great joy to
walk with students in faith and witness their deeper conversions to the
Lord. Me and my team are here to know and serve you!

17
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EMET MINISTRIES

€, emetministry.org (O) @everytuesdayat7?

About Us

Our vision is to see a generation
of college students transformed
by the gospel, satisfied in Christ,
and faithfully reproducing
themselves by making disciples
of the next generation to be
disciples for the future church.

Our Team

Student Leaders: Matt Heil, Landen
Swiney, Mac Rhodes, Mariah Brunson

Faculty Advisor: Jill Oeding

Off-Campus Advisors: Drew Sons,
Laken Tharp, AJ Passmore, Lexi Fisher

Worship

Sundays at 10 a.m. at Westwood
Church (121 S. Boehne Camp Rd.).

Meetings

Weekly Meetings Tuesday nights
at 7 p.m. at Westwood Church.

Emet Ministries Advisors

Drew Sons

Campus Staff
Q. 317-435-8746

About Me

| grew up in Carmel, Indiana, graduated from
USlin 2019, and have been doing college
ministry ever since. | love sports (especially
golf), being with my wife and son, and
helping college students grow in their vision
for their life!

Why | Love Ministry at USI
The people!

>X andrew.sons@emetministry.org

AJ Passmore

Campus Staff

 812-675-2182

About Me

| graduated from USI in December 2020 with
a Marketing degree. | enjoy golf, Star Wars
and basketball.

Why | Love Ministry at USI

I love the community of students that we get
to meet and minister to.

B{ aj.passmore@emetministry.org

19
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Emet Ministries Advisors

Laken Tharp

o €l T

About Me

I am from Illinois originally. Alum of USI with
my bachelor’s and master’s. | enjoy coffee
shops and thrift shopping.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

| went to US|, so it’s sweet to be back. | also
love the people at USI.

Bl
Campus Staff
Q. 618-499-9779

B laken.tharp@emetministry.org

i

Lexi Fisher

About Me

[ am from Mount Carmel, IL, and | graduated
from USI in 2025. Outside of ministry, | love
being an aunt to my niece and nephew,
going to get coffee, shopping and spending
time out in the country!

Why | Love Ministry at USI

USlis where | grew so much in my faith and
found real community, and so | love helping
students get that experience here too!

Campus Staff
¢, 618-450-0060

lexi.fisher@emetministry.org

“All of our
humanity is
dependent upon
recognizing the
humanity of
others.”

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

21
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FELLOWSHIP OF
CHRISTIAN ATHLETES

About Us

Our Team

FCA Advisor
Kimmy Fleming

Fellowship of Christian Athletes
desires to see every current USI
athlete enter into a growing
relationship with Jesus Christ

and His church. We seek to make
disciples through our strategy

of engaging, equipping and
empowering coaches and athletes
to know and grow in Christ and
lead others to do the same.

Student Leaders: Brooke
Coleman, Mason Sweeney

Faculty Advisor: Justin Ahlbrand

Off-Campus Advisor: Kimmy
Fleming

S, 573-382-8420
PX kfleming@fca.org

About Me

I grew up in a small town in Missouri
and attended Southeast Missouri

State, where | played college softball.

I love doing any sport, spending time
with my family or doing anything
outdoors.

Why | Love Ministry at USI

| love getting to meet athletes right
where they are and getting to know
them. | also love getting to lead a
small group.

23



LAKESIDE COLLEGE AND LakesfdeAdvisors
CAREER MINISTRY David Horner

&5 nblakeside.org/lcc

About Me

| graduated from USI in 2016 and went to
Bible College in California. | met my wife
there and accepted God’s call to become
a pastor. I've been the associate pastor
at New Beginnings Lakeside Church
since 2019. My wife and | have two kids.

About Us

We are the college ministry

of New Beginnings Lakeside
Church, existing to help students
come to know, love and serve
Jesus Christ through Biblical
teaching and discipleship.

Why | Love Ministry at USI

As a former USI student, it wasn’t long
ago that I was in college, asking hard
questions, trying to figure out what
ou r Tea 00 ¢, 812-459-0513 came next in my life, and seeking a

david@nblakeside.org deeper relationship with God. | love
getting to build relationships with

students, go through Scripture together, talk about hard questions
and point them toward Jesus Christ.

Associate Pastor

Student Leaders: Ashley Danks,
Julia Kingery

Faculty Advisor: Kristi Hape
Off-Campus Advisors: David N atha n Crowe

Horner, Nathan Crowe

About Me

I’m a proud USI alumnus born and
raised in Evansville. As a student at USI,
getting involved at a local church is what
helped me grow in my faith, develop
deep friendships and discover many
opportunities to serve the Lord.

Worship

Join us for Sunday morning worship
at New Beginnings Lakeside Church
at9:30 a.m.or1lla.m.

Meetings

We meet every Wednesday night at
6:30 p.m. for dinner, verse-by-verse
Bible study and time to hang out with
each other.

11420 Middle Mt. Vernon Rd.
Evansville, IN 47712

Why | Love Ministry at USI

As a USI alumnus, | can remember trying
to navigate college life and the difficulties
of doing that alone. I love ministry at USI
B< nathan@nblakeside.org  because we get to take on this awesome
stage of life together and share the love
of Jesus with so many new friends!

Young Adults Assistant

25
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MUSLIM STUDENT

ASSOCIATION

About Us

As the Muslim Students Association, our aim and purpose
are to seek the pleasure of Allah (SWT) and His guidance

in all aspects of our lives, provide an atmosphere in which
members can experience a sense of fellowship according to
the authentic teachings of Islam, promote friendly relations
and interfaith dialogue between Muslims and non-Muslims,
and endeavor to make Islamic teachings known to those
who are interested.

Learn More

This organization is in the process of being re-established
in the fall of 2026. To learn more and support this effort,
please contact the Religious Life office.

STUDENT CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

& studentchristianfellowship.org/usi  (0) @usi.scf

About Us

SCF is passionate about
making disciples of Jesus who
multiply and impact campus
communities and nations. No
matter where you are on your
faith journey, we can walk
alongside you to help you take
the next steps with Jesus.

Our Team

Student Leaders: Tanner Baughn,
Becca Rider

Faculty Advisor: Pam Thomas

Off-Campus Advisors: Kyle Jones,
Sarah Michalec, Austin Nickens

Meetings

Thursdays at 7 p.m. in UC 2207

27
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Student Christian Fellowship Advisors
Kyle Jones

About Me

Despite growing up a pastor’s kid, my life and
faith were dramatically transformed during my
student years in campus ministry at App State
University. My life in ministry has taken me to

a lot of different places including overseas as a
missionary in Haiti to a Campus Minister for over
eight years working with SCF at USI and UE. | am
also married and have five children and two dogs, which keeps my
plate more than full but more than blessed!

Why I Love Ministry at USI

I love college students! College is such an important time of life as
young adults start asking tough questions and setting up habits and
values that will shape the rest of their lives. My passion is to help USI
students set up faith habits and values that will inform the rest of their
lives and help them answer the tough questions! The best way to do
this is by helping students discover and grow in Jesus during their time
at USI, which | absolutely love!

Sarah Michalec

Austin Nickens

About Me

| was born and raised in Boonville, IN, graduated
from the University of Evansville with a double
major in Music Business and Logistics and
Supply Chain Management, and currently live in
Newburgh with my wife, Makenna. | enjoy going
on hikes in the woods, fishing, reading great
books or poems and listening to great music.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

My faith was completely transformed as a result of being involved in
Student Christian Fellowship when | was in school. College can be
such an impactful time in someone’s life. They are figuring out where
to place their identity and what their life will look like after they leave.
| treasure the opportunity to walk alongside students in this important
season to point them to Jesus Christ as the firm foundation from
which to launch into the rest of their lives.

About Me

| enjoy every day being changed by the love of
Jesus and responding the best | can to follow
Him. | graduated from USI in 2015 and have
three older brothers and six adorable nieces and
nephews. | have worked as a nurse, love other
cultures, am a natural introvert, prefer outdoors
and sing often.

Why | Love Ministry at USI

While I was a student at USI, my life was impacted significantly by
growing in Jesus through His Word, Holy Spirit and discipleship. |
found myself and others (in that time and afterwards) rescued and
given purpose in the face of hopelessness. Because of my experience,
| love being a part of sharing and modeling God’s hope and purpose
with others—who can then walk it out in relationship with Him,
community and the world—to the greatness of His name!

29
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WESTWOOD STUDENT

MINISTRIES

&, mywestwood.org

About Us

We are a group of young adults
who gather weekly to investigate
the claims of Jesus Christ and
the life He has called us to.

Worship

(O) @everytuesdayat7

Our Team

Westwood Advisors

Christian Barrett

Student Leaders: Will Hammonds,
Anne Rischar

Faculty Advisor: Tamara Powell

Off-Campus Advisors: YA Pastor
Christ Barrett, Bronwyn Barrett

Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. at Westwood
Church, 121 S. Boehne Camp Rd.

Meetings

We meet every Tuesday Night at 7

p.m. for dinner and Bible Study and
Worship at 121 S. Boehne Camp Rd.
To get alerts text “college” to 94000.

Young Adult Pastor

¢, 812-595-9134
>X christian@mywestwood.org
(0) @christianmbarrettevv

Bronwyn Barrett

About Me

| graduated from USI after moving
here from Salem, IN. | came to faith
at USI, met my wife at USI, and
developed a passion for helping
others grow in the Christian life. |
deeply desire to challenge students
to consider Christ and the supreme
satisfaction He offers.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

| love serving at US| because | was once
a lost student just trying to figure out
life. It was there that | met my best
friends and my wife. That happened
because | was a part of an authentic
community, which is something we
seek to cultivate each week.

About Me

| graduated from USI in 2020. Since
then I have been helping Christian
with College Ministry at Westwood by
discipling college ladies.

Why I Love Ministry at USI

While | was at USI, my faith came to
life as | lived in an authentic community
of Christ followers. I love helping
college girls live Christian lives by

showing them the value they have in Christ. | also love helping lost
students see that God has a plan in store for them, and that if they put
their faith in Him, He will save them and use Him for His glory! | also love
raising our children around young adults who are passionate for Christ.
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YOUNG LIFE

(O) @usi.younglife

About Us

Young Life has a central
purpose of proclaiming the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and
introducing adolescents/
adults everywhere to Jesus
and helping them grow in their
faith. We do this through group
gatherings, bible studies and
leadership opportunitiesin
Evansville high schools, camps
and discipleship. Young Life
has had a motto that has held
true for years: “You were made
for this.” We believe that every
person truly was made with a

purpose in Christ, and we are excited to walk alongside students as we

help them navigate what that is for them.

Our Team

Student Leaders: Carson Morrow,
Kate Jerger

Faculty Advisor: Jill Oeding
Off-Campus Advisors: Ross Geiser

Young Life Advisor

Ross Geiser

College Director
O 270-724-4017

DX rossgeiser.yl@gmail.com

About Me

| grew up in a small town in Kentucky
but have lived in Evansville for more
than a decade. | have a wife, Raychel,
who | met in Young Life, and we love
to spend time, with friends, travel
and have people over for game
nights! Young Life has been a part

of my life for a long time, and | am
passionate about what | get to do in
sharing the gospel with students and
helping them grow in their faith!

Why I Love Ministry at USI

In Christ, we are all called to go and
make disciples, and | want to take
that seriously in my walk with Him.
It’s an honor to get to pour into the
next generation and point people
toward Jesus, cultivate community
and make memories that will last a
lifetime. | want to be that person that
poured into my life for someone.
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